STATEMENT OF REASONS
PUBLIC PATH EXTINGUISHMENT AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER – PUBLIC FOOTPATH 11, GREEN PARK VILLAGE
The Council proposes to make a combined Public Path Extinguishment and Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order in respect of Public Footpath No. 11 under section 118 of the Highways Act 1980 (“the 1980 Act”) and section 53A(2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (“the 1981 Act”).
The Order proposes to extinguish public rights over part of the recorded width of Public Footpath No. 11. The affected part comprises a longitudinal strip of land 2 metres in width. Following the extinguishment, a longitudinal strip of 3 metres in width will remain as public footpath along the existing alignment.
Statutory basis
Section 118 of the 1980 Act enables a highway authority to make an order extinguishing a footpath where it appears to the authority that it is expedient to do so on the ground that the footpath is not needed for public use.
The Council has considered the extent to which the affected part of Footpath No. 11 is likely to be used by the public and the effect of its extinguishment on land served by the path. The Council is satisfied that the additional 2 metre width is not needed for public use and that it is expedient to extinguish the public rights over that part of the recorded width.
Section 53A(2) of the 1981 Act provides for the corresponding modification of the Definitive Map and Statement following the relevant statutory event. The Order therefore also provides for the Definitive Map and Statement to be modified to reflect the extinguishment.
Effect on public use
The proposed Order does not extinguish the route of Footpath No. 11. The route will remain open, continuous and available for public use along the same alignment between Kybes Lane and Longwater Avenue.
The retained 3 metre width is considered sufficient to accommodate the current and foreseeable level and nature of public use of the route. The retained route continues to provide a direct pedestrian connection between Kybes Lane and Longwater Avenue and connections to the wider pedestrian network, including Green Park Station via Flagstaff Road.
The additional 2 metre strip proposed for extinguishment does not provide a separate route, destination or connection and its extinguishment would not alter the alignment, continuity or principal function of Footpath No. 11. The Council is therefore satisfied that the additional width does not provide a function or benefit to public users which requires the continued existence of the public right over that strip.
The Council has also considered the likely use of the affected part if the Order were not made. Having regard to the retained 3 metre width, the existing alignment and the nature and level of use of the route, the Council considers that the additional width is not needed to meet the requirements of public use.
The physical surface of the retained route has been upgraded and provides a continuous pedestrian route connecting with the wider footway network. The proposed extinguishment will not remove or materially reduce the availability of that pedestrian connection.
Effect on land served by the path
The Council has considered the effect of the proposed extinguishment on land served by the affected part of Footpath No. 11.
As the retained 3 metre strip follows the same alignment and remains a public highway, the proposal will not remove the route or materially alter access to land served by Footpath No. 11. No separate access or connection currently provided by the affected 2 metre strip will be lost as a consequence of the Order.
The Council has also considered the relevant compensation provisions arising from the proposed extinguishment.
Definitive Map and Statement
The proposed extinguishment will result in the Definitive Map and Statement no longer accurately recording the full extent of the public right of way currently recorded over the affected 2 metre strip.
The Order therefore provides for the Definitive Map and Statement to be modified consequentially, so that the recorded width of Public Footpath No. 11 reflects the public right of way remaining following extinguishment.
Rights of Way Improvement Plan
The Council has also had regard to the relevant provisions of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan, which seeks to enhance the Public Rights of Way network, improve accessibility and encourage walking and cycling for local and longer journeys. The Plan recognises the economic, health and environmental benefits arising from increased use of the network and requires consideration of both existing and future users, including people with accessibility needs. 
The Council is satisfied that the proposed extinguishment would not conflict with these objectives, as the footpath would remain open on its existing alignment, retaining a minimum width of 3 metres. The retained width provides an accessible and convenient route for all users and is considered sufficient to meet current and foreseeable demand while maintaining connectivity to the wider walking and cycling network.
Conclusion
The Council considers that the additional 2 metre width of Public Footpath No. 11 is not needed for public use. The proposed extinguishment will retain a continuous 3 metre wide public footpath on the existing alignment, maintaining the existing pedestrian connection between Kybes Lane and Longwater Avenue and its connections with the wider pedestrian network.
The Council is therefore satisfied that it is expedient to extinguish the public right over the affected 2 metre strip on the ground that it is not needed for public use. The consequential modification of the Definitive Map and Statement is required to reflect that extinguishment.
